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Q. I 'd like to st art b y ask in g you  a few q uestion s about yours elf.  Where were you 

born ?

A. N ew York City.

Q. A nd wh ere d id you grow u p?

A. N ew York.

Q. Where were you r paren ts born?

A. A fghanistan.

Q. S o you  would b e secon d gen eration.

A. Y es.

Q. What  d o you  cons ider to be your et hn ic background ?

A. A fghan.

Q. What  is you r religiou s aff iliat ion ?

A. M uslim.

Q. A nd how old  are you  n ow?

A. N ineteen.

Q. Y ou're a U.S. citizen . R ight?

A. Y es.

Q. What  is you r h ighes t level of  educat ion ?

A. I  have my high s chool diploma.



Q. Oh, ok ay. A re you att end in g college?

A.  Yeah. I' m attending college.

Q. What  college?

A. Q ueens  College.

Q. A nd wh at is  your main  occu pat ion b es ides ... apart from being a st udent , d o you 

work ?

A. I  help out my sister in her job; help out my f ather ; w or k home.

Q. A lrigh t.  A nd are you  single, I  su pp ose?

A. Y es, of course.

Q. N ow I wou ld  like to ask you about your experience of S ep tem ber 11t h.  Where were

you on th at day around  9am an d h ow  did you  h ear of t he at tacks ?

A. I  was getting ready f or school and my M om was watching the news. A nd she thought it

was ... it w as  joking ar ound and s he goes: O h, look!  A nd I' m like, that' s ... that's  the Twin

Towers.  You know ? And then I  called my sister- in-law: Oh look. You know ?  It’s  ... it' s the

Tw in Towers.  And then w e both s ee the ... the other  plane hit and we're like. ... I t looked

like a fly but then, like, we were like, that's  pretty big. You know? And we saw an explosion

and we were like, w ow!   We just saw the second plane hit. That's  when we r ealized it was a

terr orist attack or  it w as initi-- like, done--you know --f or  a purpose.

Q. S o w hat w as  your firs t reaction  wh en  you saw  t his  on TV or you h eard ab out  it?

A. I  was shocked.  You r eally can' t take s omething like that in- -you know?  I t was  too real.

Q. R igh t. So w as th ere anyt hing in  your mind  telling you, okay, these at tackers  are

Mu slims ?

A. N o.



Q. What  is you r m os t vivid memory of Septemb er 11th?  What is it  th at  you will never

forget ab out  t hat  d ay wh ich  w ill always  st an d out  in  your m ind ?

A. After I went to school ... my school is right a river away from the Twin Towers and

you could see the Twin Towers falling. I … I saw that and I ... I was like, I'll never forget

that. But then when I went to my father's store, 'cause he had picked me up--you know?--

he was a little worried--he goes they are already ... they had bombed Afghanistan, and I

was like, that's what I'll never forget that without knowing anything, the first day that that

happened, they bombed Afghanistan.

Q. Y ou actually s aw  th e Tow ers f allin g?

A. Y eah.

Q. From  your s chool?

A Yeah.

Q. Y ou were getting read y in the m orn in g. So you still en ded u p going to s chool? They

didn 't cancel class es or an yt hin g?

A. N o. They didn' t cancel classes.

Q. What  w ere your f eelin gs ab out  w hat  h app en ed im med iately aft erwards ? D id  you

feel sadn ess , pain, grief, an ger?

A. A  little bit of sor row and anger, a little bit of  both.

Q. A nd wh o w ere you  an gry at?

A. I n the beginning I was ... I was angry- -you know- -how they could ... who in their  right

mind would w ant to bomb so many people? You know? Who would have the pow er  or  the

audacity to do something like that?

Q. Bomb  ... you m ean b om b A fghan is tan  or att ack  t he World  Trad e Cen ter?



A. A ttack the Wor ld Tr ade Center . And then, tow ar ds the end of  the day, af ter  f eeling

sadness  I  was like ... I  was sor t of feeling anger becaus e they didn' t know w ho it w as, like, a

100%  sure, they jus t s tarted bombing Af ghanistan and I  didn't think that w as right.

Q. D id you f eel any gu ilt b eing a Mus lim and  bein g f rom A fghan is tan  k now in g t hat

everyth in g w as  bein g ass ociat ed with your count ry an d wit h you r Mus lim p eople?

A. N ot really 'caus e M us lims around the world, I' m s ur e, felt the s ame w ay. A nd I can't take

respons ibility being an Afghan becaus e I know the people who ... who committed the act of 

cr ime w er en' t Afghan.

Q. Have your f eelin gs ch anged  since t he even ts, t his  f eelin g of sorrow and  ...

A. I  have sorr ow for-- you know-- the f amilies  who' ve died. That's  about it.

Q. When  A mericans  asked you  abou t you r eth nic b ackgrou nd before Sep tember 11t h

wh at  did you  t ell t hem ?

A. I  was Afghan.

Q. A nd how about im med iately aft erwards ?

A. There ... you know, my friends used to say aren't you, like, a little scared to tell

everybody ... anybody you're Afghan? I was, like, no. Anytime they didn't ... no one

knew I was Afghan or Muslim 'cause--you know--they didn't think I looked it. But after I

... they told ... I told them I'm Afghan no one would believe me. I'm, like, take it for what

it is.  You know?  I'm telling you I'm Afghan. It's--you know ... nobody ... till this  day

some of , like, my clos e friends don't believe me. Yeah.

Q. S o you  st ill s ay you're from Af ghanistan now ?

A. Y eah, of cours e. You know?

Q. Have your f eelin gs towards  th e United S tates  chan ged s in ce 9- 11?



A. Not ... not really. I just think that not America, but just some people in America have

too much pride. They take freedom not for what it's worth, but, like, they expect more

from this country.  Like, if you go to the Middle Eastern countries, we would not be able

to leave the house without ... without a covering, without a man by our side. You know?

But in this country we have the equal rights as anybody else.

Q. R igh t.  What about your level of p olitical awaren es s? Has it increased or decreas ed

since 9-11?

A. D efinitely increased because- -you know- -on TV every channel: ... N ow ... now  more

than ever  ther e's  more outr each pr ogr ams-- you know-- to, like, help you.

Q. D o you  feel a sense of b elongin g h ere in the U nit ed  St at es? D o you  feel at  h ome

here?

A.  Her e… I was r aised here. This is where I  gr ew  up.

Q. Have you always felt lik e this?

A. Y eah. I've alw ays had this  opinion.

Q. D o you  th in k t hat t here has b een a chan ge in  t he way p eople f rom  t he Middle Eas t

an d Sou th  As ia have been  treated  s ince 9-11?

A. N ot really.

Q. Y ou don't  t hin k so? Y ou th ink  p eop le are still treated  t he same?

A. I  think they've alw ays been treated, like ... like they' ve always been treated.

Q. Good  or b ad ?

A. Well, it matters  wher e you ar e. Some places ar e bad.

Q. Have you personally experienced  an y backlash , dis crimination or racial profilin g?



A. O h, of  cour se. Y ou know? Being an Af ghan gir l in New Y or k how  could you not be?

You know?

Q. But you j us t m en tioned t hat p eople really don't t hink th at you're Afghani.  So

would you  like to b riefly exp lain or describ e you r exp erien ce?

A. I was on the city bus coming home from school--it was, like, a week later--and there

was these two--you know—American-looking people sitting right behind me. And we

were ... the bus had stopped and we were in front of an Indian restaurant and--you know--

there were Muslim men with turbans, with the beard, and wearing the attire. So I was just

looking at them--you know--not thinking anything. You know? You look at everybody.

The ladies behind me go, oh, look at that. How could you want to kiss that? Don't they ...

don't they shave? Don't they wash themselves? And me being the loud mouth that I am, I

turned around and I was, like, who could kiss you? I'm, like, look at yourself. You're ...

you know—‘cause they were ... they were large. And if they're going to pick on

somebody because they have a beard, why not pick on you because of your weight. You

know? You're ... you're not special. I was very bothered that they ....

Q. I  see. So h as an y m em ber of you r f am ily experienced  an y backlash ?

A. Not of my knowledge. It's because I've al--I always ask my mother--you know--does

anybody bother you outside? Because I have ... I have friends in the area and I know how

they are. They pick on--you know--anybody that they could, the elderly, the sick ... and

so I always tell her if anybody bothers you, you tell me and- -you know- -don' t w or ry. I  ... I

got you.

Q. Y ou're goin g t o be th e b ig bu lly?

A. N o. I' ve got to stand up f or Mama Dukes .



Q. Y eah !  Ab solut ely.  S o d o you  t hin k that the Midd le East ern  and South  A sian

organizat ion s have been eff ective in handlin g t his b acklash ? Have t hey b een able t o

mobilize and  organize th e com mun it y?

A. I  ... Not in this area. I haven't seen anybody helping out. Y ou know? I  just think-- you

know --the meshties [religious  leader] , they try ....

Q. The mosqu es ? The mesh ti . Okay.

A. They ... they tr y to raise money-- you know-- for the children back there. I  f orgot. O ne of 

the ... the Red Cross. I  see they' re helping more in the Middle Eas t mor e than they have ever.

Q. Have you joined any ethn ic or religious  organizat ion ever s in ce 9- 11?

A. N o.

Q. I n you r opinion what do you t hink th e n at ure of t he relations hip  b etw een you r

et hn ic an d religiou s group is  with  ot hers in  th e United S tates  at t his t im e? Do you

th in k t hat, let's  s ay, f or examp le, A fghan s and  t he Jews, t he Mu slims  an d the Hind us ,

or t he Mu slims  or t he Jews are m ore h armon ious an d t olerant  towards  each  other

or…

A. O h, of  cour se not.

Q. Y ou th ink  t hey're m ore s train ed  an d opp os ition al?

A. Y es, very s trained and oppositional, I think now more than ever, becaus e the Muslims 

blame the Jews  because-- you know -- it' s ... it is pretty odd that all the J ews  took off that day.

You know? Like, it was n' t no religious holiday. A nd to my know ledge it w as n't on a F riday

'cause I know Fridays they go and pray.

Q. I t w as  a Tu esd ay.



A. Y es. A nd the J ew s blame the M us lims, the Chr is tians --you know --I  don' t ... I  really don't

have much Christian fr iends . But-- you know -- like, in a time of  w ar everybody points the

finger so you really can't base your answer of- -you know- -just becaus e I ’m Muslim I' m

going to- -you know- -pr otect my M us lim ... it's also, you have to be f air .

Q. What  d o you  th in k m em bers of your commu nity can d o to im prove th es e relation s

with  th es e oth er group s?

A. To get more know ledge out there, to help people out to unders tand- -you know? Just

because you' re Jewish doesn't mean you' re special. J us t becaus e you'r e M us lim does n' t

mean--you know --you're a terr orist.

Q. Given you r und erstand ing of t he Midd le Eastern ers  and th e S ou th As ian s in th e

Un it ed St ates at th e t im e, af ter S ept em ber 11th , wou ld  you still en courage th es e groups 

to emigrate to th e United S tates ?

A. O h, most definitely. It' s way more f reedom her e. Not f rom per sonal experience but--you

know --I  have f amily in other countries. And jus t to see how  much fr eedom w e have her e,

we definitely take it for granted.

Q. We h ave t alked  abou t the n egative consequ ences  of  S ept em ber 11th .  Do you th ink 

th ere w as  an yt hin g pos it ive t hat  s tem med f rom t hese event s?

A. I  ... Yeah. I guess  you could s ay there's  more educational facts  out there, people helping

you. Ther e's  more people tr ying to help kids . ‘ Cause before, I  never saw  no-- you know-- 

commercial about helping the Mus lim kids. I' ve always saw  [ sic]- -you know- -help the

Christian kids  in-- you know ?  But what str uck me the most w as the f ir st time in my life, a

couple of  months ago, I saw  help the Muslim kids in the M iddle East. I w as , like, wow! I

was, like, you know  it has definitely impacted on the U.S .



Q. S o you  th in k t here's more vis ib ility an d an im proved u nd ers tanding of  t he Mu slims 

an d the A rab s and  I slam its elf?

A. Y es.

Q. Okay. Why d o you  th in k t he at tacks  on t he World Trade Center and  t he Pentagon

happ ened?  D o you  t hin k the A rab s or th e Mus lim s in th e Mid dle East  h ate A merica,

mayb e t hat's  w hy?

A. I  think it' s mor e of revenge more than anything.

Q. R evenge f or wh at ?

A. J ust-- you know --  ... nobody knows really what goes on in their minds. Ever ybody has

their own opinion. But I  just think it' s becaus e the U .S. has hurt other  places  in the past and

it's  just an act of  revenge. I think the ... the attacks went on because A mer ica helps Is rael

more than it does  P alestine. Like, it hurts me to know  that--you know --they all ... they all

take Is rael' s side when Pales tine really needs ... r eally needs mor e help. They're hitting

people with stones and the other  s ide has ... they have guns. You know? It's not r ight to ... to

tell, like ...

Q. I t's  n ot a fair war, you  m ean ?

A.  Yeah. It's  definitely not a fair war.

Q. What  d o you  th in k t he Un it ed St ates can  d o t o res olve th is is sue of t erroris m, wh ich 

is  d irect ed again st  it ?

A.  Guess  they can start with the President by tr ying to start w ar because it's  ... you know ,

like, the economy needs mor e money and then they' re going to go to war.  P ublic schools 

ar e not in their best shape, and ... and I  know  becaus e I  w ent to s ome of the r eally bad public

schools . I go to a public s chool w her e, like, I 'm surr ounded by four projects .  You know?



And starting college, like, you see mor e divers e ethnicities and more culture and, like, you

could def initely see that going fr om public school to college is  definitely a diff er ence. And

you know public s chool is not the bes t education you could have.

Q. S o apart from diverting it 's at ten tion from war, wh at else do you think  th e U.S . can 

do t o res olve terroris m?

A. Equality.

Q. A mon gs t  wh o?

A. A mong ... actually, amongs t everybody. Because I have a couple of friends and-- you

know --their ... their appearance might not be the best but when they go looking for job ...

–‘ cause w e all went looking f or jobs at the same time—I w ent in, as ked f or  a job, I got a call

back a week later  telling me to come back.  My ... my- -how should I  s ay- -my H aitian friend,

she went in and s he said--you know --w anting to get the job. She said she didn't get no call

back; no nothing.

Q. But how can  th is  help  resolve t he is sue of t erroris m?  Becaus e t his is amongst a

part icu lar s ector. But  w hat  d o you  th in k t he Am erican government  can do to im prove

or t o elimin at e t his t erroris m w hich is  directed again st it ?

A. H ow they can help?

Q. Y eah . I m ean, certain  in divid uals can p lay t heir part…

A. Y eah.

Q. But wh at do you think  th e government  as  a wh ole can  do?

A. Just to get ... I really don't know--to get more information out there 'cause I see that ...

that we're more diverse now than ever but still a lot of discrimination is ... we still don't

have that much information out there. You know?  'Cause I know a lot of people that they



... they see Muslims and they're like, oh, they're ... they're terrorists because their

knowledge ... they don't know ... I used to tell ... I remember when I was in junior high I

used to tell my friends I'm from Afghanistan and they'd be, like, where? What?  Like,

yeah, it's in the Middle East somewhere--you know-around those countries. And now if I

tell them that I'm from Afghanistan they're like, Oh, what part? You know?  Like, they

know.

Q. Okay.  Have you traveled  after Sep tember 11t h by plane?

A. N o, not by plane. I 've never tr aveled on plane. I  took the car-- you know-- to Canada and

you see they discriminate a little but- -you know? Then again, I wouldn't blame them.

Q. S o d o you  t hin k that the s ecu rity measu res w hich you've seen put  abou t now ad ays ,

if  t hey w ere p ut in  place p rior 9- 11 th at th e att ack s cou ld  have been  prevent ed  or t he

im pact could  h ave b een  d ecreased ?

A. N o. I don't think s o 'caus e if they knew that they wer e doing this  the ter roris ts  would have

definitely f ound another  way to bomb us  or  attack us .  You know? And killing Os ama Bin

Laddin really isn't a solution becaus e I'm s ure that ther e are many more like him. H e has 

many children, many followers .

Q. Okay. Are t here any other iss ues or point s you 'd like to comm ent  on t hat w e

haven't  covered in this survey?

A. N ot really.   We've covered mos tly ever ything.

Q. Okay. Well, th an k you  for you r tim e and  your resp on ses .

A. Y ou' re welcome.


